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trolled, directly or indirectly, by the Gov-
ernment of Syria or by an official or offi-
cials of the Government of Syria;

• to have materially assisted, sponsored, or
provided financial, material, or techno-
logical support for, or goods or services
in support of, any person whose property
and interests in property are blocked
pursuant to the order; or

• to be owned or controlled by, or to have
acted or purported to act for or on behalf
of, directly or indirectly, any person
whose property and interests in property
are blocked pursuant to the order.

I have delegated to the Secretary of the
Treasury the authority, in consultation with the
Secretary of State, to take such actions, includ-
ing the promulgation of rules and regulations,
and to employ all powers granted to the Presi-
dent by IEEPA, as may be necessary to carry
out the purposes of the order. I have also dele-
gated to the Secretary of the Treasury, in con-

sultation with the Secretary of State, the au-
thority to determine that circumstances no lon-
ger warrant the blocking of the property and
interests in property of a person listed in the
Annex to the order, and to take necessary ac-
tion to give effect to that determination.

The order was effective at 1:00 p.m. eastern
daylight time on May 18, 2011. All executive
agencies of the United States Government are
directed to take all appropriate measures with-
in their authority to carry out the provisions of
the order.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive Or-
der I have issued.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The Executive order is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in Brookline,
Massachusetts
May 18, 2011

The President. Thank you. All right, every-
body, have a seat. That food looks too good to
let it get cold. [Laughter]

To Frank [John]* and Eileen, first of all, I
remember that drive, and I came away just
having enjoyed the conversation. And that’s
not always the case when you’re out there on
the campaign trail. You’re doing work. But I
couldn’t think of a more wonderful couple and
people who I would’ve wanted to have dinner
with even if I weren’t running for office.
[Laughter] And for you guys to open up your
homes like this is just remarkable. I do appre-
ciate you padding the crowd. Basically, half of
these folks are your children or grandchildren
based on what I saw earlier. [Laughter] But
thank you very much.

To all the other cohosts, who worked so
hard, friends that I’ve seen, some of whom
have supported me since I ran for the United
States Senate and nobody could pronounce my
name. And so I appreciate all of you. To my
dear friend Deval, one of the finest Governors
in the country, to Tom Menino, one of the fin-
est mayors in the country, and to Speaker De-
Leo for putting up with Mayor Menino and
Deval Patrick—[laughter]—we are grateful for
you.

We live in extraordinary times. And I just
came back from a large event that we did, and
what was especially fun about it was Bill Rus-
sell was the person who introduced me. And
they’re erecting a statue for Bill Russell. He
had always resisted any monument here in
Boston, and the reason he agreed was because

 * White House correction.
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we encouraged everybody to set up a mentor-
ship program in his name along with the stat-
ue, which is typical of who he is.

But I tried to remind people of the fact that
on that night in 2008 when I was elected, I
warned people that this was the beginning, not
the end, that we were going to have a steep
mountain to climb.

Now, we didn’t realize how steep it was go-
ing to be. [Laughter] We didn’t know at the
time that we were going to go through the
worst recession since the Great Depression
and that we had already lost 4 million jobs in
the previous 6 months and we would lose an-
other 4 million in the few months after I was
sworn in. We didn’t know that the financial sys-
tem would begin to melt down in ways that
threatened the entire global capital system. We
didn’t know how severely the housing market
would be hit. We didn’t know that the auto in-
dustry would come this close to liquidation.

But what we did know was that the country
was at a crossroads, even before the crisis had
hit. What we understood was that we had gone
through a decade in which corporate profits
were up. On the surface it seemed that the
country was growing and expanding. But if you
talked to ordinary folks, day to day, they were
just barely making ends meet. Incomes, wages
had flatlined for a decade. In fact, they had ac-
tually declined slightly when you adjusted for
inflation. And people felt as if the American
Dream was slipping away. They were working
harder and harder, and they felt like they were
just treading water.

And there was a sense that it was no longer
possible for us to do big things, that the politi-
cal system had entirely bogged down, and
whether it was trying to rebuild our infrastruc-
ture or make sure that we had a health care
system that worked for every American or
schools that taught every child, that somehow
even if we understood what the answers might
be technically, we just couldn’t mobilize our-
selves to actually bring about the changes that
were needed.

And that’s why I ran for President, and that’s
why so many of you supported me. Now, we
have spent the last 2½  years cleaning up a big

mess. And some of the decisions we took were
tough. We had to move swiftly, we had to move
boldly, and sometimes they were controversial.
But an economy that was shrinking at about 6
percent is now growing again. Over the last 14
months, we’ve created 2 million private sector
jobs, starting to recover some of those jobs that
were lost during the crisis. The financial system
is stable. The stock market has doubled. We’re
on track to enjoy in manufacturing, for exam-
ple, some of the fastest growth and greatest ex-
pansion that we’ve seen in about a decade.

But some of those underlying challenges are
still there. And so our work isn’t done. Yes, we
passed health care with an assist from a former
Massachusetts Governor. [Laughter] Great
idea. [Laughter] But we still have to imple-
ment it.

And implementation is going to be difficult
because part of our task is not just making sure
that 30 million people have health care, but
that we’re starting to get a better bang for our
buck: that we’re driving down our costs, just
like Massachusetts is now working on; working
on delivery system reform; making sure that
the 20 percent of patients who are chronically
ill, but account for 80 percent of the costs, that
they’re getting better care; making sure that
health IT is working so that the system is more
efficient and has less waste. That’s going to re-
quire us rolling up our sleeves and paying at-
tention to the hard details of policy.

We’ve made progress when it comes to en-
ergy: made the largest investment in clean en-
ergy in our history through the Recovery Act
and have created entire industries. The ad-
vanced battery manufacturing sector used—we
used to have 2 percent of the world’s share of
advanced batteries. We are now on track to
have 40 percent of that market as a conse-
quence of the investments we made. You’re
seeing solar panels and wind turbines manu-
facturing. Deval was just telling me that the
wind testing facility just got set up, and you al-
ready have a backlog of——

Governor Deval L. Patrick of Massachusetts.
A year and a half.

The President. ——a year and a half for
folks who want to use this, creating jobs here in
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Massachusetts, but also creating clean energy.
But we’re nowhere near where we need to be.
Folks are getting hammered when it comes to
the cost of gas at the pump. But we go through
cycles of shock when gas prices go up and then
trance when they come back down, and we just
keep on doing the same things that we’ve been
doing for the last 40, 50 years.

We’re—we’ve made enormous progress
when it comes to education. My Secretary of
Education, Arne Duncan, has been barnstorm-
ing for change all across the country. And as a
result of the work that we did with No Child
Left Behind, making modifications with a pro-
gram called Race to the Top, we’ve actually
seen reforms in 40 States, where suddenly
folks are saying, let’s bring teachers together
with administrators, with parents; let’s focus on
accountability; let’s focus on developing teach-
ers that are excelling in front of the classrooms
so that our kids can excel. And we’re starting to
see progress.

But we’ve still got so much work to do.
We’ve still got schools where half the kids are
dropping out. We’ve still got schools where on-
ly 1 out of 10 students can read at grade level
or perform math at an acceptable level. We’ve
got a lot more work to do.

We’ve made huge investments in science
and research. I was just mentioning to Tom
and Deval on the ride over here that the possi-
bilities of developing an electric car that gets
300 miles a gallon, that barely uses any gaso-
line, that is—that could be as close as 5 years
away, if we make the investments. And Japan is
making the investments, South Korea is mak-
ing the investments, China is making those in-
vestments, Europe is making those invest-
ments. I want what will be a revolutionary
technology that will determine who basically
runs the auto industry, I want that to happen
here in the United States of America. So we’re
going to have to keep on making investments
in basic research. We’ve got a lot more work to
do.

And internationally, we’ve brought 100,000
troops back from Iraq. We are starting in 2
months, going to be transitioning our troops

out of Afghanistan. And we have put Al Qaida
on its heels.

But we’ve got—still got enormous challeng-
es in terms of our security. We’ve got enor-
mous challenges when it comes to dealing with
international issues like climate change and
poverty around the world. We’ve got a huge
stake in making sure that countries like Egypt
are successful in their transition to democracy.
And we have not made the kind of progress
that we need to make on peace between Israe-
lis and Palestinians.

So I hope you guys aren’t tired, because
what I said in 2008 remains true. What we
have been able to do is to avert catastrophe.
But that bigger dream, that higher mountain,
we still have to climb. And it’s going to require
enormous effort.

And part of the reason it’s going to require
enormous effort is because we have an opposi-
tion party, the other side, which has just a fun-
damentally different vision about where Amer-
ica should go. And this budget debate that
we’re having in Washington clarifies that. I do
not doubt their love for our country. I do not
doubt their intentions. But they have a funda-
mentally different vision about how we move
America forward.

And if you look at the budget documents
that they’ve put forward, it is a small, shrunken
vision of America, one in which we can’t make
investments in basic research, one in which we
can’t afford to make sure that people aren’t
bankrupt if they get sick. A vision that says that
Medicare is voucherized and seniors may have
to pay $6,000 more per person for the health
care that they receive, where we’re slashing
Medicaid so that poor kids or middle class fam-
ilies who’ve got a child who’s autistic or
some—has some other disability is not going to
be cared for.

That’s not the America I believe in. That’s
not who we are. We do big things. We are gen-
erous, and we are optimistic. And so I think
this will be a very clarifying debate between
now and November of next year. And I am
confident that if we get our message out, that
we will win. Because I think for all the distrac-
tions that the American people experience, the
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fact that a lot of them are too busy to pay atten-
tion to the details of politics, they’ve got good
instincts. And they’re—they remember what it
took for them to achieve their American
Dream. And they remember their parents or
their grandparents or their great-grandparents
coming over here from someplace else and
having to work hard to give a better life for
their kids.

And each of them have some story like
Jack’s story or Deval’s story of coming up the
hard way and working for everything you got,
but knowing that if you did work hard and you
met your responsibilities, then someday you
might be able to watch your grandchildren
running around in a house that you couldn’t
have imagined having when you were a kid, or
being a Governor when there were no Gover-
nors like you when you were a kid. Right?

That’s what this election is about. That’s
what this campaign is about. And so I hope that
all of you are all in, because it’s going to be
hard. There will be some setbacks. It will be
rocky occasionally. It may not have all the mys-
tique of our first race because I’m older and
grayer. [Laughter] We’re not as new. But that
vision is the same. My commitments are the
same. And I know yours are as well.

So thank you very much, everybody. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:48 p.m. at the
residence of Eileen M. and John M. Connors,
Jr. In his remarks, he referred to Robert A. De-
Leo, speaker, Massachusetts State House; Wil-
liam F. Russell, former center, National Bas-
ketball Association’s Boston Celtics; and for-
mer Gov. W. Mitt Romney of Massachusetts.

Remarks at the Department of State
May 19, 2011

Thank you. Please have a seat. Thank you
very much. I want to begin by thanking Hillary
Clinton, who has traveled so much these last 6
months that she is approaching a new land-
mark: 1 million frequent-flier miles. [Laugh-
ter] I count on Hillary every single day, and I
believe that she will go down as one of the fin-
est Secretaries of State in our Nation’s history.

The State Department is a fitting venue to
mark a new chapter in American diplomacy.
For 6 months, we have witnessed an extraordi-
nary change taking place in the Middle East
and North Africa. Square by square, town by
town, country by country, the people have ris-
en up to demand their basic human rights.
Two leaders have stepped aside. More may fol-
low. And though these countries may be a
great distance from our shores, we know that
our own future is bound to this region by the
forces of economics and security, by history
and by faith.

Today I want to talk about this change, the
forces that are driving it, and how we can re-
spond in a way that advances our values and
strengthens our security.

Now, already, we’ve done much to shift our
foreign policy following a decade defined by
two costly conflicts. After years of war in Iraq,
we’ve removed 100,000 American troops and
ended our combat mission there. In Afghani-
stan, we’ve broken the Taliban’s momentum,
and this July we will begin to bring our troops
home and continue a transition to Afghan lead.
And after years of war against Al Qaida and its
affiliates, we have dealt Al Qaida a huge blow
by killing its leader, Usama bin Laden.

Bin Laden was no martyr. He was a mass
murderer who offered a message of hate: an
insistence that Muslims had to take up arms
against the West and that violence against
men, women, and children was the only path to
change. He rejected democracy and individual
rights for Muslims in favor of violent extrem-
ism. His agenda focused on what he could de-
stroy, not what he could build.

Bin Laden and his murderous vision won
some adherents. But even before his death, Al
Qaida was losing its struggle for relevance as
the overwhelming majority of people saw that
the slaughter of innocents did not answer their
cries for a better life. By the time we found bin
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